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CONTRIBUTIONS TO BULGARIAN ETHNOLINGUISTIC  
AND LINGUO-CULTURAL STUDIES 

 
 There is no clear-cut distinction between the fields of ethnolinguistics and 
linguo-cultural studies. According to the most convincing view ethnolinguistics 
studies historical facts, whereas linguo-cultural studies deal with contemporary 
issues.  

Despite the existing indeterminacy this branch of linguistics has seen active 
development in Bulgaria. It employs complex analysis using the methods and 
instruments of all philological and related branches of the humanities. The complex 
approach has proved exceedingly useful in the study of the relationship between 
language and culture. 
 The papers included in this issue of the Bulgarian Language Journal 
introduce to the readers research carried out by means of such a complex approach. 
The contributions are focused on different time periods – most of them address 
historical language facts in relation to traditional culture. The analysis is centred on 
the interweaving of religious and mythological elements characteristic of the 
traditional culture, as well as on the us and them opposition inherent in the 
Bulgarian people's mentality, and on the conceptualisation of the world typical of 
Bulgarians.  

Other papers featured in this issue contribute to the cultural and 
anthropological characterisation of Bulgarians based on language material that 
provides a wealth of knowledge of the Bulgarian culture, lifestyle and history – 
phraseology and kinship terminology. 

A predominantly ethnolinguistic perspective is offered in the paper 
Synonymy and Isofunctionality in the Bulgarian and Carpatho-Ukrainian Nuptial 
Ceremony (an Ethnolinguistic Perspective). The study discusses cultural 
phenomena in terms of linguistic concepts. 
 The papers included in this issue give an outline of the wealth of the 
Bulgarian language and reveal the prospects of employing it as a key to reading the 
traditional Bulgarian culture. 
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